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COMING EVENTS 

 
Date/Time/Place: Tuesday, 5 February 2013, 1130 hours at the Bluewater Grill, 4 Marine Street,    

  Wrightsville Beach. 

 

Menu: Please choose from the following menu selections when you check in: *Bluewater  Fish & Chips   

  *Greek Salad with Roasted Chicken *BBQ Mango Shrimp Wrap with Beans and Rice *Italian Chicken   

  Melt with Pasta Side. $15.00 charge includes entrée, beverage, tax, and gratuity. 

 

Program: We are honored to have as our guest speaker, our own celebrity Historian, author, researcher,   

  Speaker, Teacher, Gardener…ELAINE HENSON. You’ll get a great understanding of the history of the  

  Intracoastal Waterway and so much more. Check out Elaine Henson on the social media. A resident of  

  Pleasure Island, she has engaged numerous audiences with her in-depth understanding of the history of the  

  area. As always, we’ll want your participation! We also hope that you’ll bring guests with you. And don’t  

  forget to bring potential chapter members! 

 
Please RSVP to JoAnn Doleman at jdoleman522@gmail.com or 910-540-8459 no later than 2 February 

2013. 

 

March Meeting and Program: This month we’re taking our first trip to the northern part of our chapter  

  catchment area. Another opportunity for SENCLAND to spread our wings and reach out to our members  

  and potential members. We’ll be having our meeting at Engleses Italian Restaurant in downtown Surf City.  

  They’ll be closing the restaurant so it will be all ours and they’ll provide a scrumptious home cooked array  

  of delicious Italian dishes. We have invited a very special guest from the Marine Corps Special Operations  

  Command at Camp LeJeune. Stay tuned…an absolutely marvelous meeting is planned! (As usual ☻) 

 

Message from the President.. 

 

  Our last meeting was dedicated to Bob and Yvonne Jones with a Lifetime Achievement theme. Seventy-

four members and guests had a great time saluting this wonderful team. Highlights of the day included: 

member color guard, a delicious luncheon menu, presentations of the Governors Order of the long Leaf Pine 

Award, National MOAA President’s Award (and I saw Admiral Ryan the next evening in Raleigh and he 

was delighted to have approved that award for Bob. He was presenting at the 50
th

 Anniversary of the 
Triangle Chapter), special letters from LTC Bob Garman (President NCOC) and COL Fred Black (Past 

President), bio set to Army Song tune sung by all attendees, presentation of President Emeritus status to Bob 

and presentation of special award to Yvonne for her contributions as Super Army Wife, Mom, artist, 

entrepreneur, community leader, and gentle drill sergeant. A great time was had by all. You’ll see pictures in 

our new website. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:jdoleman522@gmail.com


  MOAA has rolled out the new 2013 Chapter Recruiting program. It’s very important that we all learn about 

this program, which replaces the Give Me Ten program. A summary of the three different membership levels 

is found on pages 28-29 of the January Military Officer. A well-defined program that includes recruiting and 

retention incentives from MOAA is found on the national MOAA website www.moaa.org as well as links to 

some on the NC Council of Chapters website, www.moaa-nc.opg. Go to www.sencland.org, our new website 

to see how we’re presenting that information. As 1
st
 VP of the NCCOC, I am responsible for Membership. I 

have asked all of the chapters to ensure that every chapter member has access to information and understands 

that we must continually work on recruiting local chapter members as that makes such a difference in our 

ability to project the One Powerful Voice. 
 

  Talking about our new Chapter website…Ken Klassen is doing a super job in helping us put our website 

together. We’re working closely with the web designer (he’s the designer for the NCCOC website as well as 

two other chapters). We will not have everything constructed by the time we go LIVE on Thursday, 24 

January, but we’ve got the basics squared away and tweaking the rest. I think that you will be very pleased. 

This website is YOURS. Read it, learn to navigate it and please help us keep it interesting by forwarding 

your feedback, new ideas, pictures, etc. 

  Calling all SENCLAND members! We can walk or ride in the upcoming Azalea Festival Parade on 13 

April. The New Hanover County Veterans Council is organizing our presentation and I am looking for 

SENCLAND members who can proudly walk a mile or who would ride in a vehicle. If you are interested, I 

have all of the particulars. Interested??? Call me at 910-616-3487. JoAnn is taking information as well, She 

sent out an email message to all those who use the internet. 

 

Happy New Year!!! HOOAH… COL (Ret) Jeri I. Graham, USA 

 

From Bob &Yvonne Jones.. 

 

  “Our sincere thanks to the entire MOAA membership for the exceptionally outstanding (and innovative) 

program recognizing our service to the SENCLAND chapter…the twenty odd years of association with 

you wonderful people has truly been a highlight in our lives. We greatly appreciate your giving us the 

opportunity to know you and serve you in the various positions of responsibility you allowed us to assume 

and enjoy. The many messages, awards and a personalized lifetime Army song will be treasured by us 

forever.” 

 

New Members to Add To Your Roster.. 

 

Conley, Robert S., LTC, USAR.                                                          Adams, Hunter D., LT, USN (Elizabeth) 
36 Carolina Shores Dr.                                                                         3714 Carabos Ct. 

Carolina Shores, NC 28467                                                                  Wilmington, NC 28412 

 

Serene, Regis, CAPT, USA (Mary Lou) 

506 Kelly Road 

Wilmington, NC 

 

Scholarship Donations.. 

 

Al Shroetel*                           Ed Baisden*                                       Bob Jones                           Don Petersen* 

Kim Sniffin                          Irene Wallace                                       Mary Lou Lynch Corbin        Ron Tilmon 

Ralph Galvinson                   Floyd Hood*                                       Lawrence Fetner                   Jeri Graham* 

Richard Covell                         Joe Kinzer                                        Muriel Calhoun               Kathryn Johnson 

Don Ruch                            Richard Zigler                                       Burton Masters                         Dale Blade 

Bruce Patterson*                     Max Kahn*                                        Charles North Jr.              Marian Coombs 

http://www.moaa.org/
http://www.moaa-nc.opg/
http://www.sencland.org/


James Carper*               Elizabeth Legwin                                                                                 Muriel Calhoun 

 

* Members who have donated $100 or more. 

 

Crises on the Horizon.. 

 

  The New Year’s Eve ‘fiscal cliff’ scare might have passed, but any relief will be brief.  Over the next three 

months, the military community and the nation face several new and likely even more threatening fiscal 

confrontation deadlines. 

 

1. Sometime in February, the president will send Congress his FY 2014 budget submission – and we don’t 

know what to expect, but it could include proposals for significant new troop, pay, and benefit cutbacks. 

2. In late February, the country is expected to hit the statutory ceiling on the size of the national debt. 

Many in Congress adamantly oppose an increase, but absent a deal to raise it, America would default on 

its debts; the last time Congress had a debt ceiling fight, America’s credit rating was downgraded, 

which tightened credit limits for individuals and companies. Any deal almost certainly will require more 

spending (including defense) cuts. 

3. On 1 March, sequestration (A $1 trillion, 10-year, across-the-board budget cut) will go into effect unless 

Congress adopts an alternative for spending cuts/revenue increases. DoD would be required to absorb 

$41 billion in cuts before the end of October (a devastating cut in so short a time) and $450 billion more 

over the next 9 years. 

4. On 27 March, the continuing resolution under which the federal government is  operating expires. 

Without an extension, the government will shut down. Here again, many legislators are talking about 

accepting a shutdown unless major spending cuts occur. 

 

  Any one of these problems would be a challenge for our rancorous Congress to address, but combine all 

four events converging in such a short period of time, and it greatly increases the likelihood Congress and the 

administration will fail to reach agreements to successfully navigate all of these major pitfalls. 

 

  The consequences could be dire. Default on our debt, a government shutdown, or massive and immediate 

defense spending cuts could have a prolonged and negative effect – not just for currently serving and retired 

servicemembers and federal civilians – but also for Americans as a whole. 

 

  We have a seriously stormy few months coming before we learn whether increasingly fierce partisan 

acrimony can be overcome in the national interest or whether the divide is so severe our elected officials 

actually find ‘shooting the hostage’ preferable to negotiating compromise solutions. 
(MOAA Legislative Update) 

 

Big TRICARE Changes Coming.. 

 

  Pentagon officials announced recently that, as of 1 October, TRICARE Prime will no longer be available 

for most retired and survivor military beneficiaries who live more than 40 miles from a military hospital, 

clinic, or base closure site. 

 

  Defense leaders say the change will affect about 170,000 beneficiaries across the country and most of those 

will need to switch to TRICARE Standard. Almost 100,000 of the affected beneficiaries live in the 

TRICARE South region, where Prime is now almost universally available. About 37,000 beneficiaries in the 

North region and another 36,000 in the West region will be affected. 

 

  Retired and surviving beneficiaries using Medicare and TRICARE For Life won’t be affected by the 

change. 



 

  There is the potential for an exception for retired servicemembers, military families, and young adults to 

remain in Prime if they reside within 100 miles of an available primary care manager and sign a drive-time 

access waiver. 

 

The Newly Nominated Secretary of Defense.. 

 

  President Obama recently nominated former Sen. Chuck Hagel (R-Neb) to replace outgoing Secretary of 

Defense Leon Panetta. If confirmed by the Senate, Hagel will be the first former infantryman, the first person 

of enlisted rank, and the first Vietnam veteran to lead the Defense Department. 

 

  Hagel volunteered to serve in the Army Infantry from 1967 to 1968 and was awarded two Purple Hearts for 

wounds incurred in Vietnam. He served in the President Ronald Reagan administration as deputy 

administrator of the VA. 

 

  Serving in the Senate from 1997 to 2009, Hagel teamed with Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) in 2007 to 

sponsor the MOAA-endorsed legislation to put statutory caps on TRICARE for increases. Many of the 

provisions of that original Lautenberg-Hagel bill, including the COLA-based formula for capping pharmacy 

copays that’s part of the new FY2013 Defense Authorization Act, have been enacted into law over the past 

couple of years. 

 

  For their efforts in leading that charge, Hagel and Lautenberg were so-recipients of MOAA’s 2007 Col. 

Arthur T. Marix Congressional Leadership Award. 

 

  An independent thinker whose positions at times have rankled senators on both sides of the aisle, Hagel’s 

confirmation will be anything but a cake-walk. 

   

About The Survivor Benefit Plan.. 

 

  With the election of each new Congress, all of the bills introduced in the previous Congress expire. So, any 

legislation to be considered by the new 113
th

 Congress will have to be reintroduced, and supporting 

legislators will have to sign up as cosponsors all over again. 

 

  Our SENCLAND members might want to send their legislators their thoughts concerning just-introduced 

H.R. 32 – Repeal of the SBP-DIC Offset. Rep. Joe Wilson’s (R-SC) bill would repeal current law that 

requires a dollar-for-dollar offset of Survivor Benefit Plan (SBP) annuities from VA Dependency and 

Indemnity Compensation (DIC) for the survivors of servicemembers who die of service-connected causes. 

 

Allen Delivers Afghanistan Withdrawal Plans.. 

 

  Marine General John Allen, the allied commander in Afghanistan, has delivered his long-delayed – but only 

partial —recommendation for winding down the war to the White House and the Defense Department, 

Pentagon officials said recently. 

 

  Defense Secretary Leon Panetta, who spent the Christmas holidays at his California home, returned to the 

Pentagon to find on his desk Allen’s plan for the size of the force to remain in Afghanistan after 2014, said 

George Little, the Pentagon’s chief spokesman. The recommendation did not include his guidance on the 

pace of withdrawal for the 66,000 U.S. troops now in Afghanistan but ‘the first thing is to establish how 

many stay in Afghanistan’ after 2014, Little said. 

 



  Little declined to comment on Allen’s recommendation but the U.S. has been considering a residual force 

of about 10,000 advisers and special operators after the 66,000 combat troops pull out. 

 

  Army General Lloyd Austin, who is scheduled to take over Central Command early this year, has been said 

to favor at least 20,000. “We hope to reach a decision soon on the size of the continuing U.S. presence,” 

Little said. 

 

  Allen will turn over his command and leave Afghanistan in February with his future uncertain, while the 

Defense Department investigates his alleged ‘inappropriate’ correspondence with a Florida woman, 

Pentagon officials said. 

 

  The February switch “was not connected in any way with the ongoing Pentagon Inspector General’s office 

investigation of Allen’s voluminous correspondence with Florida socialite Jill Kelly,” Little said. 

 

VA, SSA and IRS Cutting Red Tape for Veterans and Survivors.. 

 

  The Department of Veterans affairs announced recently it is eliminating the need for veterans to complete 

an annual Eligibility Verification Report (EVR). The VA will implement a new process for confirming 

eligibility for benefits, thus allowing time to reduce the compensation claims backlog. VA estimates it would 

have sent nearly 150,000 EVRs to beneficiaries in January 2013. Eliminating these annual reports reduces 

the burden on Veterans, their families, and survivors because they will not have to return those routine 

reports to VA each year in order to avoid suspension of their benefits. It also allows VA to redirect more than 

100 employees that usually process EVRs to work on eliminating the claims backlog. 

 

  Heretofore, beneficiaries have been required to complete an EVR every year to ensure their pension 

benefits continued; under the new initiative, VA will work with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and the 

Social Security Administration (SSA) to verify continued eligibility for pension benefits. 

 

  “By working together, we are reducing red tape and will help ensure that our veterans get the benefits they 

have earned and deserve in a timely manner,” said Secretary of Veterans affairs Eric K. Shinseki. 

 

  “Additionally, the IRS is taking new steps to provide critical data to help speed the benefits process for the 

nation’s veterans” said an IRS spokesperson. “The IRS is pleased to be part of a partnership with VA and 

SSA that will provide data quickly and effectively to move the effort forward.” 

 

  All beneficiaries currently receiving VA pension benefits will receive a letter from VA explaining these 

changes and providing instructions on how to continue to submit their unreimbursed medical expenses. 

 

First Marine Women General Dead.. 

 

  Retired Brig. Gen. Margaret A. Brewer, the first female general officer in the Marine Corps, died on 2 

January. She was 82. 

  

 “Throughout her three decades of service to our Corps and country, she truly led from the front and helped 

the Marine Corpse integrate women more fully into the force,” Marine Corps Commandant Gen. James 

Amos, said in a recent statement. 

 

  “She served during an era when many thought that women had no place in the Corps, but she proved critics 

wrong time and again,” Amos said. “It’s never easy being the first, but she was both the first female general 

officer and the first Director of Public Affairs and she met the challenges and responsibilities of each with 

professionalism and grace.” 



 

I asked a friend why he voted the democrat ticket in the recent election and he told me, among other 

reasons, that he believed people who can’t tell us if it will rain on Friday but can tell us that the polar ice 

caps will melt away in ten years if I don’t start driving a Prius. 

 
Out of my mind; back in five minutes.. 

 

PAYMENT OF ANNUAL CHAPTER DUES 

 
   Annual dues are $15 for regular members and $10 for surviving spouses. Please send your dues for 2013 to 

our chapter mailing address at: 

 

SENCLAND Chapter (MOAA) 

PO Box 15207 

Wilmington, NC 28408 

 

  Name: _________________________________________ Email Address: __________________________ 

 

  I am including an additional $ _____________ for the JROTC Scholarship Fund. Names of donors will be 

 published in the newsletter and donors will receive a letter of acknowledgment for tax purposes. 

 

 

 


